THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE
TO EU IMPORT
TARIFFS 2016

By Dan Lewis

October 2016

The Essential Guide to EU Import Tariffs 2016

www.eutariffs.com

2

Economic Policy Centre
www.economicpolicycentre.com
The leading hub of the UK Economics Community.
About the Economic Policy Centre
The purpose of the Economic Policy Centre (EPC) is to promote high quality research and
debate across all areas of economics in a free democratic society. The EPC's vision is to
close the gap between economic policy and knowledge. Ultimately it brings together economic
opinion formers - in academia, business, the media and government - in new and innovative
ways.
Team and Partnership Network

Advisory Board

DAN LEWIS – CHIEF EXECUTIVE
PROFESSOR DR TIM EVANS – CHAIRMAN

SIR JOHN BOURN KCB
BRIAN CARNEY
DR PHILIP COLLINS
CLAIRE FOX
ANGELA KNIGHT CBE
PAUL ORMEROD
STEPHEN POLLARD
PROFESSOR GAREL RHYS CBE
ASHLEY SEAGER
DAVID SMITH
PROFESSOR DAVID B. SMITH
PROFESSOR MICHAEL STUERMER
CORIN TAYLOR
GILES WILKES
Space Fellow
JAMES C. BENNETT

Senior Fellows
PROFESSOR FORREST CAPIE
Bank of England
DAVID KERN
British Chambers of Commerce
DR TIM LEUNIG
London School of Economics
PROFESSOR GRAEME LEACH
Macronomics
DR RICHARD WELLINGS
Institute of Economic Affairs
RICHARD WOOLHOUSE
British Banking Association

On the cover: This word cloud is created from tagul www.tagul.com and words are sized
according to the number of times they appear in the text of this paper.
___________________________________________________________________________
This paper is published by the Economic Policy Centre. The analysis and findings of this
paper are those of the author’s alone and should not be taken to wholly or partially represent
the views of the Advisory Board or the Senior Fellows.
Economic Policy Centre, Unit 3 Cedar Court, 1 Royal Oak Yard, London SE1 3GA.

The Essential Guide to EU Import Tariffs 2016

www.eutariffs.com

3

Contents
About the author ........................................................................................................................ 4
Executive Summary ................................................................................................................... 5
Introduction ............................................................................................................................. 8
The economic and cultural case for imports .......................................................................... 8
Chart 1: UK Balance of Trade ............................................................................................ 8
The curious case of coffee imports .................................................................................... 9
Table 1: Coffee and coffee machinery tariffs ..................................................................... 9
Table 2: 0% rated coffee tariffs ........................................................................................ 10
Import Tariffs – Norway v Switzerland v Turkey Single Market Access and Membership
.......................................................................................................................................... 10
Table 3: UK Receipts from Tariffs collected by HMRC 1999-2016 ................................. 11
Table 4: Sample international tariffs for railway maintenance service vehicles .............. 13
Table 5: Tariff Chapters and Duty Paid in 2015............................................................... 14
The pointless sporting tariff goods ................................................................................... 21
Table 6: Sample sporting goods tariffs ............................................................................ 21
Tariff revenues that are surprisingly insignificant............................................................. 21
Table 7: Top 5 bizarrest tariffs.......................................................................................... 22
Chart 2: The growth in EU import tariffs from 2008-2016 ................................................ 23
Table 8: New commodity tariffs since June 23rd 2016 ..................................................... 24
Tariffs that have increased and decreased since June 23rd 2016 ................................... 33
Table 9: Sections with the highest and lowest number of tariffs ..................................... 33
Table 10: Chapters with the highest number of tariffs ..................................................... 34
VAT breakdown by commodity ........................................................................................ 37
The different types of tariff................................................................................................ 37
Table 11: Breakdown of tariff type ................................................................................... 38
Conclusion ............................................................................................................................ 40
Policy Recommendations..................................................................................................... 40
Annex: Listing of all Import Tariffs as at 1st October 2016.......... Error! Bookmark not defined.

The Essential Guide to EU Import Tariffs 2016

www.eutariffs.com

4

About the author
Dan Lewis Chief Executive of the Economic Policy Centre which he launched after six years as
Research Director of the Economic Research Council. He is also the Chief Executive and Co-Founder
of Future Energy Strategies www.future-es.com and contributes frequently to the media on public
policy, infrastructure and energy matters, including Sky, BBC and Al-Jazeera TV and writes regularly
for the national, regional and specialist trade press. The EPC’s latest application, www.eutariffs.com
is the second platform of the EPC, following on from www.ukcrimestats.com, the UK’s only free to
view geospatial crime and property price-ranking platform for postcodes and all subdivisions across
the country.
His day job is as Senior Energy and Infrastructure Adviser to the Institute of Directors www.iod.com
for whom his most recent paper was on broadband “Towards Ultrafast Britain” that mapped out how
the UK could lead the world by 2030, with intense competition between telecom infrastructure
providers and communications providers.
.

The Essential Guide to EU Import Tariffs 2016

www.eutariffs.com

5

Executive Summary
The Big Picture








As a member of the Single Market, the UK is also a member of the EU Customs
Union
Meaning it must levy a wall of 12,651 tariffs – the “Common External Tariff” on defined goods imported from outside the Single Market
These tariffs are not only numerous, but ever-changing and are sometimes
bewilderingly detailed, complex and of astonishing scope
UK consumers pay over £3 billion a year in EU tariffs – mostly on the High
Street
And not only are many of them very niche, very few of them, are of any real
major concern to producer interests of the UK economy
Collected by HMRC, tariff revenues have been growing annually by 2.6% since
2000
Some other sovereign countries that set their own tariffs, like Norway, have far
fewer tariffs in force – just over 1,000 while Singapore has none while both levy
VAT at 25 and 7% respectively on imports

The Detail






All tariffs are overseen by a common coding hierarchy making it easier to
compare with the other 190 nations belonging to the World Customs Union
According to data from HMRC – the largest share or 34% (approx. £1 billion) of
tariff revenue is collected from clothing and footwear usually made in the
developing world
Thereafter, it breaks down into much smaller parts starting with electrical
goods at 7.67% (ca. £240m), followed by plastics at 5.77% (ca. £181m)
The collection of duties on sensitive protected sectors like food, vehicles and
steel made outside of the single market is surprisingly small

The weird and nonsensical





Coffee – not even grown in Europe, let alone the UK – has 7 different types of
tariff
Sporting goods tariffs such as those on tennis racquets (4.70%), trainers
(16.90%) and roller skates (2.70%) are not only not manufactured in the UK but
additionally counter-productive to retailers like Sports Direct that are foreign
currency exposed and large employers
Arguably, the top 5 most questionable tariffs are on; suborbital space vehicles
(4.20% - just one built by Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin and not for sale), tomato
ketchup (10.20% but not mayonnaise), umbrellas (4.70% - discriminatory given
UK’s high rainfall compared to the continent?), unicycles (15% - inefficient,
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rare and difficult enough) and swords (1.70% - long surpassed by other
weapons)

Tariffs are increasing





The number of tariffs in force has risen substantially since 2009, from 11,157
on 1st January 2009 to 12,651 on 1st October 2016
The number of tariffs have even increased since June 23 rd by a net total of 10
including one new one of 17.60% on “unfermented coconut water”
Import duty on grapes, fresh or dried went up to 17.6% from 14.4% while 166
tariffs were reduced to zero
Many new ones however have come in to replace them

Where they are concentrated






Most individual tariffs – 2,676 – are levied within the Section entitled “Products
of the chemical or allied industry”
Followed by Machinery and mechanical appliances – 2,336 and Prepared
foodstuffs and beverages – 1,686
The chapter with the highest number of tariffs is “Organic Chemicals” with
1409
Nearly all tariffs have VAT rated at 20%, 2598 are rated at 0% and are mostly
food-related
There are 36 different categories of tariff, with two-thirds given over to
straightforward percentage plus value and many complex variations related to
food

Conclusion
The UK has a choice – abolish all import tariffs on Day 1 of Brexit and show the world
we are open for business or retreat behind the Customs Union
Policy Recommendations
1.
Set up a Royal Commission to conduct a transparency enquiry into how and
why import tariffs are introduced and set within the European Customs Union.
2.
HMRC to henceforth reveal monthly revenue by import commodity code and in
aggregate on an open data basis.
3.

Create a Queen’s Award for Value Adding Imports.

4.
Reassess all imported commodities VAT-rated at 20%, to identify which can be
cut or eliminated entirely.
5.
Propose to the EU a new 1 in 10 out rule for import tariffs and suggest a fixed 5
year sunset clause for existing ones.
6.
A clear non-negotiable commitment to zero import tariffs in the forthcoming
Brexit negotiations.
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7.
Prioritise early tariff and VAT free imports from countries with GDP per capita
of less than $10,000 per capita.
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Introduction
Three months on from the vote for Brexit, it is to be noted that neither during the campaign
or after, has there been any critical analysis of the over 12,000 tariffs imposed on imports
from outside of the EU and little discussion about what to do with them. In fact, I have yet to
meet anyone, including noted trade experts who had the slightest idea how many there are
in force. In 2015, they cost UK consumers £3.089 billion, were collected by HMRC and sent
to the EU as part of the membership bill of the Single European Market. Such a gap in
knowledge is also strange because by common consent, protective tariffs raise prices and
so lower what all UK economics commentators say we need more of – productivity. After
some further analysis, it became apparent that the information was just not available in a
readily analysable format but spread between different parts of government.
In order to bring some much needed light to this critical area, the EPC decided to unify this
information and create a website www.eutariffs.com where free of charge, users can search,
run reports and comment and debate online through social media on the different tariffs. In
this free report, we are also listing a complete and up to date manifest of all tariffs in the
annex. Following a Freedom of Information request, we have also included from HMRC a
breakdown of tariff revenues by commodity chapter. Even with a full simplified listing in the
annex of this publication, it is hard to capture all the detail in a pdf. So we recommend
searching by commodity code or name on our website www.eutariffs.com for all available
information.

The economic and cultural case for imports
Politicians love to wax lyrical about Britain’s exports but the UK is predominantly an
importing country and has been for most of the post-war period and consistently so since
1998.
Chart 1: UK Balance of Trade
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Since the late 1990s, a combination of a collapse in North Sea Oil and Gas production, a
decline in overseas investment income and until recently, an overvalued currency have all
played their part in this. It also has to be acknowledged that it is mathematically possible for
every country in the world to run a trade surplus. World trade depends on some nations
running trade deficits and the UK is one of them. Sterling’s high value on foreign exchange
markets which has been making imports cheaper in particular is a major issue. Back in
December 2015, Deutsche Bank analysts proclaimed the pound to be the world’s most
expensive currency. While the IMF has for 2 years at least, believed the pound to be overvalued by as much as 15%.
So the movement downwards in the exchange rate primarily against the dollar and against
the euro since June 23rd is not unwelcome. And in recent history, the UK has had two sharp
falls in the pound that have worked well. The first was after leaving the ERM in 1992.
Together with lower interest rates, this led to a strong, export-heavy recovery. In 2007-2008,
as the financial crisis hit, the pound lost up to 25% of its value. Unlike 1992, this did not lead
to an increase in exports. However going in to the great recession when demand fell off a
cliff with a weaker currency was a blessing worth having. Although there was some more
inflation, higher import prices were hardly reflected as falling real wages soaked up the costs
and employment remained remarkably buoyant.
It is a little bit detached though to see imports merely in terms of numbers. With less than 1%
of the world population and just 2.3% of world GDP, one has to accept that the UK can’t do it
all and even shouldn’t try to. There is much that would negatively affect our daily lives if were
not prepared to import.
The curious case of coffee imports

Take coffee for example.
Coffee beans will never be grown and harvested in the UK. Indeed, they are not even grown
anywhere in Europe. But the UK coffee sector is thriving, with 20,000 outlets, turning over
£7.9 billion in 2015 and serving 2.2 billion cups per year. If we were not prepared to import
coffee, brand it, roast it and develop environments where so much of today’s business gets
done, this country would be much the poorer. And there is the cultural value of appreciating
a cup of coffee from many corners of the earth – Kenya, Guatemala, Vietnam or Colombia.
So it really is very hard to justify these existing tariffs on coffee and coffee machinery;

Table 1: Coffee and coffee machinery tariffs

Description

Commodity Code

Tariff

Coffee, not roasted, Decaffeinated

0901120000

8.30 %

Coffee, roasted, not decaffeinated

0901210000

7.50 %
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0901220000

9.00 %

Coffee substitutes containing coffee

0901909000

11.50 %

Machinery for the preparation of tea or coffee

8438801000

1.70 %

Electrothermic coffee or tea makers

8516710000

2.70 %
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It becomes even more confusing to navigate when you realise that there exist 0% rated
tariffs on other related coffee products.

Table 2: 0% rated coffee tariffs

Description

Commodity
Code

Tariff

Coffee, not roasted, not decaffeinated

0901110000

0.00%

Coffee husks and skins

0901901000

0.00%

Are roasted and decaffeinated coffees subject to import tariffs because of the lobbying
power of the coffee roasting, decaffeination and coffee substitution industries in Brussels?
Are Europe’s coffee machine manufacturers a strategic asset that can’t survive without low
single digit tariffs?
The first question I cannot answer. To answer the second, one should now first ask if there
are any coffee machine manufacturers in the UK?
After some research, I located just one – Fracino, based in Birmingham which despite the
Italian-sounding name is not Italian at all. The firm was started in 1962 – 10 years before the
UK joined the EU - in a garden shed by machine tool designer Frank Maxwell who stripped
down a second hand coffee machine bought on a family holiday to Italy. Today, it is a maker
of very high-end coffee machines that would unlikely be threatened by the lifting of a 1.7%
tariff on coffee-making machinery or the imposition of one on the UK from the EU of 1.7%.
Indeed, it even already sells coffee-making machinery to Italy.

Import Tariffs – Norway v Switzerland v Turkey Single Market Access and Membership

It is a common myth that Norway as a member of the EEA and EFTA with full access to the
Single Market has to put up the same import tariffs as EU member states. This is not true.
Norway has sovereign control over the import tariffs it levies and as at June 2016, had 1,056
active tariffs on specific commodities – a great deal less than ca. 15,000 that exist within the
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EU. It does however impose a higher level of VAT (which it chooses to) of 25% on imported
goods.
Switzerland which is a member of the EEA but not EFTA also is free to set its own tariffs and
make its own trade deals but does have to pay tariffs to sell into the single market.
Turkey has no tariffs or quotas with its good to the EU but does have to impose the EU’s
external tariff wall as it is part of the Customs Union.
So Norway shows it is possible to have tariff-free full access to the single market and
maintain the freedom to set or reduce tariffs on imported goods. However, they have little
control over immigration from the EU and are effectively subject to the same freedom of
movement rules.

Table 3: UK Receipts from Tariffs collected by HMRC 1999-2016

Year
1999-00
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16

Receipts in £m
£
2,043
£
2,097
£
2,042
£
1,907
£
1,941
£
2,195
£
2,258
£
2,325
£
2,456
£
2,659
£
2,646
£
2,998
£
2,912
£
2,854
£
2,901
£
3,007
£
3,089

Since 1999, UK receipts from EU import tariffs have been growing at an annual cumulative
rate of 2.6%. This is not what you might expect from a European Union that was liberalising
and embracing trade. However, to be fair, this is also a reflection of a growing economy, a
declining share of manufacturing and food production as a share of the economy and the
huge growth in extra-EU manufacturing from nations like China.
All tariffs are overseen by the harmonised system of the Brussels-based (but independent of
the EU) World Customs Organisation to which 190 countries belong. This means that almost
wherever you go in the world, every commodity has the same tariff code, overseen by the
same top-down hierarchy of Section, Chapter and Title. For example;
Section XVII: Vehicles, aircraft, vessels and associated transport equipment
This section is broken down into 4 further chapters;
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Chapter 86: Railway or tramway locomotives, rolling stock and parts thereof; railway or
tramway track fixtures and fittings and parts thereof; mechanical (including
electromechanical) traffic signalling equipment of all kinds
Chapter 87: Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling stock, and parts and accessories
thereof
Chapter 88: Aircraft, spacecraft, and parts thereof
Chapter 89: Ships, boats and floating structures
Each chapter is then broken further down into a further sub-category which we shall call
titles;
00 Railway or tramway maintenance or service vehicles, whether or not self-propelled (for
example, workshops, cranes, ballast tampers, trackliners, testing coaches and track
inspection vehicles)
00 Railway or tramway passenger coaches, not self-propelled; luggage vans, post office
coaches and other special purpose railway or tramway coaches, not self-propelled
(excluding those of heading 8604)
00 Railway or tramway track fixtures and fittings; mechanical (including electromechanical)
signalling, safety or traffic control equipment for railways, tramways, roads, inland
waterways, parking facilities, port installations or airfields; parts of the foregoing
01 Rail locomotives powered from an external source of electricity or by electric
accumulators
02 Other rail locomotives; locomotive tenders
03 Self-propelled railway or tramway coaches, vans and trucks, other than those of heading
8604
06 Railway or tramway goods vans and wagons, not self-propelled
07 Parts of railway or tramway locomotives or rolling stock
09 Containers (including containers for the transport of fluids) specially designed and
equipped for carriage by one or more modes of transport
Under the title falls the actual commodity and the requisite tariff. So in this case;
“Railway or tramway maintenance or service vehicles, whether or not self-propelled (for
example, workshops, cranes, ballast tampers, trackliners, testing coaches and track
inspection vehicles) – import commodity code 8604000000 – Importing (this product)
from outside the EU is subject to a third country duty of 1.70 % (and) subject to VAT
standard rate of 20%.”
Now let’s take a quick look around the world to see what other countries charge to import
this commodity tariff number 8604000000.
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Table 4: Sample international tariffs for railway maintenance service vehicles

Country

Import Tariff on commodity code
86040000

Norway

0%1

China

0%2

USA

2.9%3 but 45% for Cuba and Iran

Switzerland

0% with EU but CHF 12.00 per 100 kg4
everywhere else

Iceland

0%5

As you can see there is huge variation on import tariffs amongst a few key countries that
have independence over the level of tariff levied. Of particular interest is that the USA has 3
rates for this commodity, ranging from zero for those countries it has a free trade deal with,
to 2.9% with the EU and up to a seemingly punishment rate of 45% for Cuba and Iran –
countries that seem unlikely to be a competitive threat in the production of “railway or
tramway maintenance or service vehicles”.
So how much do tariffs raise in revenue and what are most of the duties paid on?
We are very grateful to HMRC for providing the following information which is for the
calendar year of 2015, net of VAT. On the next few pages, a table shows a breakdown of
receipts by Tariff Chapter number, how many items were taxed per chapter and the duty
collected by chapter.

1

See
http://tolltariffen.toll.no/templates_TAD/Tolltariffen/Chapter.aspx?id=311338&epslanguage=en&bk=86.04#8
6.04
2
See http://tao.wto.org/
3
See https://hts.usitc.gov/?query=86040000 – but free with the following nations; Australia, Bahrain, Canada,
Chile, Columbia, D, E, Israel, Jordan, Republic of Korea, Morocco, Mexico, Oman, Dominican Republic, Panama,
Peru, Singapore, countries that belong to the USA’s Generalised System of Preferences, nations that fall under
the African Growth and Opportunity Act and states that fall within the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act
4
See
http://xtares.admin.ch/tares/details/tarifDetailFormFiller.do;jsessionid=XdjXXf1RQpNzPkTdRykDQRJ7cVXGyVn
lpBrmn10tGhStPLpbgb3T!1239280430?tn=8604.0000&zc=00&schluessel=000&isApplying=undefined&kopfdaten.countryIso2Code=DE&
kopfdaten.userCountryIso2Code=DE&kopfdaten.direction=import&kopfdaten.date=19.09.2016
5
See https://vefskil.tollur.is/tollalinan/tav/
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Table 5: Tariff Chapters and Duty Paid in 2015
Tariff
Chapter
Number

Description

62
61

Articles of apparel and clothing accessories, not knitted or crocheted
Articles of apparel and clothing accessories, knitted or crocheted

64

Footwear, gaiters and the like; parts of such articles
Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof; sound recorders and
85 reproducers, television image and sound recorders and reproducers, and parts
and accessories of such articles
39

Plastics and articles thereof
Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling stock, and parts and accessories
87
thereof
84
63

16

8
95

Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances; parts thereof
Other made-up textile articles; sets; worn clothing and worn textile articles; rags
Preparations of meat, of fish or of crustaceans, molluscs or other aquatic
invertebrates
Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or melons

Toys, games and sports requisites; parts and accessories thereof
Articles of leather; saddlery and harness; travel goods, handbags and similar
42
containers; articles of animal gut (other than silkworm gut)
Optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring, checking, precision, medical
90
or surgical instruments and apparatus; parts and accessories thereof
Furniture; bedding, mattresses, mattress supports, cushions and similar stuffed
94 furnishings; lamps and lighting fittings, not elsewhere specified or included;
illuminated signs, illuminated nameplates and the like; prefabricated buildings

Item Count

Duty Paid

15,979,370

£

351,917,051

17,931,166

£

328,516,066

9,902,896

£

221,503,918

5,612,711

£

201,076,402

2,412,677

£

151,180,555

1,927,512

£

136,362,637

3,649,479

£

132,394,200

2,386,748

£

76,025,484

46,318

£

73,340,222

113,461

£

67,138,087

2,059,615

£

61,243,549

2,184,619

£

47,789,857

1,971,636

£

43,255,826

2,827,496

£

40,998,536

Duty
collected
per item

% of
overall
revenue

18.32

13.42
%
12.53
%

22.37

8.45%

35.83

7.67%

62.66

5.77%

70.75

5.20%

36.28

5.05%

31.85

2.90%

1,583.4
1

2.80%

591.73

2.56%

29.74

2.34%

21.88

1.82%

21.94

1.65%

14.50

1.56%

22.02
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Articles of iron or steel
Beverages, spirits and vinegar
Organic chemicals
Rubber and articles thereof

2

2,008,053

£

39,433,662

497,242

£

38,765,529

171,473

£

35,969,042

616,081

£

34,060,005

20,261

£

33,193,883

Meat and edible meat offal
76
21
3
20
69

Aluminium and articles thereof
Miscellaneous edible preparations
Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates
Preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants
Ceramic products

70

Glass and glassware
Tools, implements, cutlery, spoons and forks, of base metal; parts thereof of base
82
metal
44
19
83

Wood and articles of wood; wood charcoal
Preparations of cereals, flour, starch or milk; pastrycooks' products

Miscellaneous articles of base metal
Tanning or dyeing extracts; tannins and their derivatives; dyes, pigments and
32
other colouring matter; paints and varnishes; putty and other mastics; inks
Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones, precious metals,
71
metals clad with precious metal, and articles thereof; imitation jewellery; coin

301,563

£

30,618,708

94,417

£

29,634,207

56,125

£

28,189,287

40,392

£

24,789,454

909,227

£

24,142,827

614,624

£

22,435,155

1,201,668

£

20,932,311

493,834

£

20,559,866

43,585

£

18,013,852

854,200

£

17,135,520

71,068

£

15,820,392

1,141,743

£

15,608,017

19.64

1.50%

77.96

1.48%

209.77

1.37%

55.28

1.30%

1,638.3
1

1.27%

101.53

1.17%

313.87

1.13%

502.26

1.08%

613.72

0.95%

26.55

0.92%

36.50

0.86%

17.42

0.80%

41.63

0.78%

413.30

0.69%

20.06

0.65%

222.61

0.60%

13.67

0.60%
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Miscellaneous manufactured articles

38

Miscellaneous chemical products
Inorganic chemicals; organic or inorganic compounds of precious metals, of rare28
earth metals, of radioactive elements or of isotopes
54

4

7
57
91
33
15
55
81
17

Man-made filaments; strip and the like of man-made textile materials
Dairy produce; birds' eggs; natural honey; edible products of animal origin, not
elsewhere specified or included
Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers
Carpets and other textile floor coverings
Clocks and watches and parts thereof
Essential oils and resinoids; perfumery, cosmetic or toilet preparations
Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their cleavage products; prepared edible fats; animal or
vegetable waxes

Man-made staple fibres
Other base metals; cermets; articles thereof
Sugars and sugar confectionery

60

Knitted or crocheted fabrics
Special woven fabrics; tufted textile fabrics; lace; tapestries; trimmings;
58
embroidery
10

Cereals

943,524

£

15,588,781

119,474

£

15,358,142

42,804

£

12,080,317

43,179

£

11,690,906

3,976

£

11,105,273

163,228

£

10,252,977

245,878

£

9,603,914

401,266

£

8,973,882

1,329,459

£

8,723,828

10,195

£

8,698,269

26,399

£

7,416,225

50,976

£

6,727,753

83,985

£

6,471,206

17,887

£

6,139,471

68,573

£

6,011,220

8,563

£

5,898,551

16.52

0.59%

128.55

0.59%

282.22

0.46%

270.75

0.45%

2,793.0
8

0.42%

62.81

0.39%

39.06

0.37%

22.36

0.34%

6.56

0.33%

853.19

0.33%

280.93

0.28%

131.98

0.26%

77.05

0.25%

343.24

0.23%

87.66

0.23%

688.84

0.23%
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31

2,777

£

5,865,914

Fertilisers
35

Albuminoidal substances; modified starches; glues; enzymes
Wadding, felt and nonwovens; special yarns; twine, cordage, ropes and cables
56
and articles thereof
Impregnated, coated, covered or laminated textile fabrics; textile articles of a kind
59
suitable for industrial use
74

Copper and articles thereof
Soap, organic surface-active agents, washing preparations, lubricating
preparations, artificial waxes, prepared waxes, polishing or scouring preparations,
34
candles and similar articles, modelling pastes, 'dental waxes' and dental
preparations with a basis of plaster
65
52
88

Headgear and parts thereof
Cotton
Aircraft, spacecraft, and parts thereof

92

Musical instruments; parts and accessories of such articles
Prepared feathers and down and articles made of feathers or of down; artificial
67
flowers; articles of human hair
18
23

Cocoa and cocoa preparations
Residues and waste from the food industries; prepared animal fodder

75

Nickel and articles thereof
Umbrellas, sun umbrellas, walking sticks, seat-sticks, whips, riding-crops and
66
parts thereof
68

Articles of stone, plaster, cement, asbestos, mica or similar materials

45,835

£

5,692,142

76,763

£

5,551,506

27,407

£

5,227,666

138,391

£

5,217,347

262,148

£

4,270,996

1,201,581

£

4,265,533

33,530

£

3,715,619

520,475

£

3,622,729

49,698

£

3,510,037

356,053

£

3,346,807

376,046

£

3,114,715

56,048

£

3,094,163

22,831

£

2,836,189

70,792

£

2,717,151

103,349

£

2,554,647

2,112.3
2

0.22%

124.19

0.22%

72.32

0.21%

190.74

0.20%

37.70

0.20%

16.29

0.16%

3.55

0.16%

110.81

0.14%

6.96

0.14%

70.63

0.13%

9.40

0.13%

8.28

0.12%

55.21

0.12%

124.23

0.11%

38.38

0.10%

24.72

0.10%
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11

Products of the milling industry; malt; starches; inulin; wheat gluten
Explosives; pyrotechnic products; matches; pyrophoric alloys; certain combustible
36
preparations
Railway or tramway locomotives, rolling stock and parts thereof; railway or
86 tramway track fixtures and fittings and parts thereof; mechanical (including
electromechanical) traffic signalling equipment of all kinds
9

Coffee, tea, maté and spices
Manufactures of straw, of esparto or of other plaiting materials; basketware and
46
wickerwork
24
37

Tobacco and manufactured tobacco substitutes
Photographic or cinematographic goods

41

Raw hides and skins (other than furskins) and leather
Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation; bituminous
27
substances; mineral waxes
51

Wool, fine or coarse animal hair; horsehair yarn and woven fabric
Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit; industrial
12
or medicinal plants; straw and fodder
50
93

Silk
Arms and ammunition; parts and accessories thereof

Live trees and other plants; bulbs, roots and the like; cut flowers and ornamental
6
foliage
72
79
53

Iron and steel
Zinc and articles thereof
Other vegetable textile fibres; paper yarn and woven fabrics of paper yarn

6,192

£

2,252,029

3,673

£

2,062,860

6,810

£

2,045,873

75,676

£

1,646,025

81,659

£

1,567,217

74,281

£

1,413,528

102,119

£

1,384,880

4,827

£

1,341,716

25,114

£

1,337,254

7,899

£

1,255,704

20,788

£

1,088,184

18,020

£

991,245

6,980

£

978,929

36,338

£

976,807

27,504

£

873,082

8,704

£

836,178

8,041

£

599,574

363.70

0.09%

561.63

0.08%

300.42

0.08%

21.75

0.06%

19.19

0.06%

19.03

0.05%

13.56

0.05%

277.96

0.05%

53.25

0.05%

158.97

0.05%

52.35

0.04%

55.01

0.04%

140.25

0.04%

26.88

0.04%

31.74

0.03%

96.07

0.03%

74.56

0.02%
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Ships, boats and floating structures
Furskins and artificial fur; manufactures thereof
Live animals
Lac; gums, resins and other vegetable saps and extracts
Cork and articles of cork
Salt; sulphur; earths and stone; plastering materials, lime and cement
Lead and articles thereof
Products of animal origin, not elsewhere specified or included
Works of art, collectors' pieces and antiques

48

Paper and paperboard; articles of paper pulp, of paper or of paperboard
Vegetable plaiting materials; vegetable products not elsewhere specified or
14
included
26

Ores, slag and ash

30

Pharmaceutical products
Pulp of wood or of other fibrous cellulosic material; recovered (waste and scrap)
47
paper or paperboard
Printed books, newspapers, pictures and other products of the printing industry;
49
manuscripts, typescripts and plans
80
98

Tin and articles thereof
Complete industrial plant

4,177

£

588,289

5,168

£

427,482

2,745

£

199,834

5,051

£

106,224

14,039

£

97,187

20,308

£

71,006

781

£

32,489

3,189

£

3,887

81,967

£

193

495,844

£

51

9,578
4,917
154,653
2,813
799,015
6,100
0

140.84

0.02%

82.72

0.02%

72.80

0.01%

21.03

0.00%

6.92

0.00%

3.50

0.00%

41.60

0.00%

1.22

0.00%

0.00

0.00%

0.00

0.00%

-

0.00%

-

0.00%

-

0.00%

-

0.00%

-

0.00%

-

0.00%

-

0.00%
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1,695

-

0.00%
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The big picture then is that the leading sources of import tariff revenue accounting for just
over a third are clothing, clothing accessories and footwear which are disproportionately
manufactured by the poorer nations of the world. This is highly questionable. Do hand-made
ponchos from Peru (Code: 6201110010) really need to be subjected to a 12% import tariff?

The pointless sporting tariff goods

In the aftermath of Brexit, Sports Direct revealed that they had failed to hedge sterling/dollar
for 2017 and were somewhat exposed to a fall in sterling versus the euro and dollar. A very
successful and often controversial company, it is nonetheless affected by the cost of sporting
goods imports which invariably are priced in foreign currency. However, for retailers like
Sports Direct and others there may be a silver lining in the cloud if the UK were to make a
quick abolition of the tariffs on sporting goods and so make up for the devaluation in sterling.
Here are some sample sporting goods that are subject to import tariffs;

Table 6: Sample sporting goods tariffs

Commodity
code

Description

Tariff

6404110000

Sports footwear; tennis shoes, basketball shoes, gym shoes,
training shoes and the like

16.90 %

9506510000

Lawn-tennis rackets, whether or not strung

4.70%

9506703000

Roller skates

2.70 %

9506911000

Exercising apparatus with adjustable resistance mechanisms

2.70%

9506400000

Articles and equipment for table-tennis

2.70%

9507100000

Fishing rods

3.70%

9506610000

Tennis balls

2.70%

Tariff revenues that are surprisingly insignificant

Cars – as prominent Remain backers, you might think the UK-based motor industry was
experiencing huge import pressure from outside the EU. However, the 10% levy on vehicles
manufactured outside the EU is actually very low yielding. Chapter 87 under which they fall
raises a mere 5.2% of total tariff revenues or £136m (ex-VAT). Nor does this figure contain
exclusively cars but bicycles, tractors, motorcycles and even baby carriages. We have yet to
see many Chinese vehicles in the UK, which if they were to follow the success of the Korean
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motor industry must be at least a possibility. But it is also possible, that with the arrival of
ride-sharing apps, Uber and self-driving vehicles, we are approaching “Peak Car” when
more people will choose to buy into the use of a vehicle as a service rather than own as an
under-used asset leading to an overall decline in the demand for vehicles.
Iron and Steel - the travails of Port Talbot, Sheffield Forgemasters and others in the face of
a dramatic drop in the cost of steel and enormous steel production in China has been a
thorny issue with a government committed to re-industrialisation of the regions. The UK
though is a very small producer of steel, producing just 10.9 million tonnes in 2015 or 0.68%
of global output. Tariff revenues then for items of iron and steel were a mere £39 m or 1.5%
of all revenue. Even a massive tariff wall would be hard-pressed to make a difference and
may even end up destroying more jobs in manufacturing than it saves, by overpricing a key
input commodity.
Food – the UK is not self-sufficient is food production and only produces about 60% of its
own needs. According to the DEFRA Food Statistics 2015 pocketbook, the UK spent £198
billion on food, drink and catering in 2014 with food making up 11% of all household
spending. So it may come as some surprise that the UK only raises tariffs in value for food
products from outside of the EU to the value of £331 million. This is essentially because
most of our imported food, worth £38.5 billion, comes from the EU. The tariffs are arguably
there not to raise revenue but to prevent imports from outside of the EU.

Table 7: Top 5 most questionable tariffs

Commodity code

Description

Tariff

8712007010

Unicycles

15.00%

6601910000

Umbrellas with a telescopic shaft

4.70%

9307000000

Swords, cutlasses, bayonets and scabbards

1.70%

2103200000

Tomato ketchup and other tomato sauces

10.20%

8802609000

Suborbital and spacecraft launch vehicles

4.20%

The depth and range of EU import tariffs is quite astonishingly thorough.
Sir Richard Branson for example may give pause to reconsider his view of EU membership given the
import tariffs on suborbital spacecraft. As and when he has a successful launch of SpaceShip 2 to
350,000 feet and back, he will not be able to sell one on behalf of Virgin Galactic to a UK-based
operator without paying an import tariff and VAT at 20%. In fact there is only one working reusable
suborbital space vehicle today and it is not for sale – Blue Origin’s Blue Shepard rocket. As the UK is
so keen to boost its space industry, marking space-related tariffs for early abolition must be a
priority.
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At the other end of the spectrum, tomato sauce – a staple food for many endurance cyclists,
children and British chip shop lovers, may wonder why tomato ketchup needs a tariff of 10.20%. It’s
also a bit suspicious that there is no tariff at all on mayonnaise – the preferred accompanying chip
sauce of choice on much of the continent.
Any tariff on umbrellas is uniquely harsh on the UK given that we have amongst the highest
precipitation rates in Europe; 1220 mm per year versus 867 in France, 832 in Italy and 700 in
Germany6. With property prices rising and commutes lengthening, Britain’s downtrodden
commuters should not be made sodden too, by having to pay higher prices for umbrellas by the EU.
The tariff on swords, cutlasses, bayonets and scabbards is odd too. It could almost make sense
during the so-called “Golden Age of Piracy” from the 1650s to the 1730s as a method to curtail
weapons trafficking. However, to have such a tariff today, presumably on antiques, it is hard to
believe that this is a sizeable market worth levying a tariff on.
Finally, unicycles. They are not efficient, very difficult to ride and tiring – why would they need an
import tariff?
Perhaps for a very few people, not just clowns, they are a lot of fun. Even so, it does seem odd that it
is necessary to levy a 15% tariff on them.
Chart 2: The growth in EU import tariffs from 2008-2016

13000
12500
12000
11500
11000
10500

(N.b. – the last few dates on this chart are not chronologically spaced as individual months,
not years)
After a fall in active import tariffs from 2008-2009, the number of import tariffs has increased
quite dramatically from 11,157 on 1st January 2009 to 12,651 on the 1st October 2016. Of
6

See http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/AG.LND.PRCP.MM
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interest is the growth in tariffs between June 23rd and the 1st October – a net increase of 10.
Added to these are many zero-import duty rated products – approx. 2,600, many of which
are subject to VAT at 20% as well. Often these were tariffs that were previously subject to
duties, but reduced to zero, however the single market VAT rate of 20% remains in force. In
some cases, the contribution of VAT on a commodity exceeds that of the tariff.

Table 8: Total new commodity tariffs since June 23rd 2016

Commodity
0304999911
0304999919
0601209010
0601209090
0602109010
0602109090
0602202010
0602202090
0602208010
0602208090
0602903010
0602903090
0709999060
0710400020
1512191010
1512191090
1605219057
1605219058
2005800030
2008999120
2009899996
2106102030
2805199020
2811220070
2818300020
2825500030
2836991730

Description
Flaps...
Other...
Plants (rhizomes in flower) of Colocasia Schott...
Other...
Mormodica L., Solanum Melogena L. and Trichosantes
L....
Other...
Mangifera L....
Other...
Mangifera L....
Other...
Mormodica L., Solanum Melogena L. and Trichosantes
L....
Other...
Bitter melon (Momordica L.)...
Corn cobs (Zea Mays Saccharata) whether or not cut,
with a d...
Refined safflower oil (Safloröl, CAS RN 8001-23-8)
for u...
Other...
Frozen...
Other...
Corn cobs (Zea Mays Saccharata) whether or not cut,
with a d...
Other...
Coconut water - unfermented, - not containing added
spirit...
Preparation on the base of soya protein isolate,
containing ...
Lithium metal of a purity by weight of 98,8% or more
(CAS R...
Amorphous silicon dioxide (CAS RN 60676-86-0), - in the
for...
Aluminium hydroxide (CAS RN 21645-51-2) - in the form
of po...
Copper (II) oxide (CAS RN 1317-38-0), with a particle
size o...
Zirconium (IV) basic carbonate (CAS RN 57219-64-4 or
37356-...

Tariff
7.50%
7.50%
6.40%
6.40%
4.00%
4.00%
8.30%
8.30%
8.30%
8.30%
8.30%
8.30%
12.80%
variable
variable
variable
20.00%
20.00%
variable
variable
17.60%
12.80%
4.10%
4.60%
5.50%
3.20%
5.50%
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2906290040
2908190040
2908190050
2909309050
2909309060
2909498010
2909498090
2911000010
2911000090
2914500075
2914700045
2914700055
2915907065
2916140030
2916399041
2916399051
2916399061
2917360010
2917360090
2917399525
2917399535
2918999013
2918999018
2922198535
2922290063
2922390025
2922390035
2922498530
2924299861
2924299862
2924299864
2926909514
2926909517
2928009023
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2-Bromo-5-iodo-benzenemethanol (CAS RN 946525-300)...
3,4,5-Trifluorophenol (CAS RN 99627-05-1)...
4-Fluorophenol (CAS RN 371-41-5)...
Other...
Other...
1-Propoxypropan-2-ol (CAS RN 1569-01-3)...
Other...
Ethoxy-2,2-difluoroethanol (CAS RN 148992-43-2)...
Other...
7-Hydroxy-3,4-dihydro-1(2H)-naphthalenone
(CAS RN 22009-38...
1-(1-Chlorocyclopropyl)ethanone (CAS RN 63141-093)...
2-Chloro-1-(1-chlorocyclopropyl)ethanone (CAS RN
120983-72-4...
2-Ethyl-2-methyl butanoic acid (CAS RN 19889-37-3)...
Allyl methacrylate (CAS RN 96-05-9) and its' isomers
with a ...
4-Bromo-2,6-difluorobenzoyl chloride (CAS RN 49718119-8)...
3-Chloro-2-fluorobenzoic acid (CAS RN 161957-55-7)...
2-Phenylbutyric Acid (CAS RN 90-27-7)...
Of a purity by weight of 99,5 % or more...
Other...
Naphthalene-1,8-dicarboxylic anhydride (CAS RN 81-845)...
1-Methyl-2-nitroterephthalate (CAS RN 35092-89-8)...
3-Methoxy-2-methylbenzoyl chloride (CAS RN 24487-910)...
Ethyl 2-hydroxy-2-(4-phenoxyphenyl)propanoate (CAS
RN 132584...
2-[2-(Dimethylamino)ethoxy] ethanol (CAS RN 1704-627)...
Aclonifen (ISO) (CAS RN 74070-46-5) with a purity by
weight ...
3-(Dimethylamino)-1-(1-naphthalenyl)-1propanone)hydrochlori...
5-Chloro-2-(methylamino)benzophenone (CAS RN 102213-5)...
Aqueous solution containing 40% by weight or more of
sodium ...
(S)-1-Phenylethanamine (S)-2-(((1R,2R)-2allylcyclopropoxy)c...
2-Chlorobenzamide (CAS RN 609-66-5)...
N-(3',4'-dichloro-5-fluoro[1,1'-biphenyl]-2-yl)-acetamide
(C...
Cyanoacetic acid (CAS RN 372-09-8)...
Cypermethrin (ISO) with its stereoisomers (CAS RN
52315-07-8...
Metobromuron (ISO) (CAS RN 3060-89-7) with a purity
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5.50%
5.50%
5.50%
5.50%
5.50%
variable
variable
variable
variable
5.50%
5.50%
5.50%
5.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
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2930909919
2930909922
2930909926
2930909928
2931908060
2931908063
2931908065
2931908067
2931908070
2932190020
2932209025
2932209030
2932990065
2933210055
2933299065
2933399913
2933399914
2933399916
2933399917
2933399919
2933399923
2933399926
2933491050
2933599518
2933599521
2933698013
2933698017
2933998016
2933998017
2933998021
2933998026
2933998029
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by weigh...
N-(2-Methylsulfinyl-1,1-dimethyl-ethyl)-N'-{2-methyl-4[1,2,...
Tembotrione (ISO) (CAS RN 335104-84-2) with a purity
by weig...
Folpet (ISO)(CAS RN 133-07-3) with a purity by weight of
97,...
Flubendiamide (ISO) (CAS RN 272451-65-7)...
4-Chloro-2-fluoro-3-methoxyphenylboronic acid
(CAS RN 9441...
Chloroethenyldimethylsilane (CAS RN 1719-58-0)...
Bis(4-tert-butylphenyl)iodonium hexafluorophosphate
(CAS RN ...
Dimethyltin dioleate (CAS RN 3865-34-7)...
(4-Propylphenyl)boronic acid (CAS RN 134150-01-9)...
Tetrahydrofuran-borane (CAS RN 14044-65-6)...
Decan-5-olide (CAS RN 705-86-2)...
Dodecan-5-olide (CAS RN 713-95-1)...
4,4-Dimethyl-3,5,8-trioxabicyclo[5,1,0]octane (CAS RN
57280-...
1-Aminohydantoin hydrochloride (CAS RN 2827-56-7)...
(S)-tert-Butyl 2-(5-bromo-1H-imidazol-2-yl)pyrrolidine-1car...
Methyl (1S,3S,4R)-2-[(1R)-1-phenylethyl]-2azabicyclo[2.2.1]...
N,4-Dimethyl-1-(phenylmethyl)- 3-piperidinamine
hydrochlorid...
Methyl (2S,5R)-5-[(benzyloxy)amino]piperidine-2carboxylate ...
3,5-Dimethylpyridine (CAS RN 591-22-0)...
Methyl nicotinate (INNM) (CAS RN 93-60-7)...
2-Chloro-3-cyanopyridine (CAS RN 6602-54-6)...
2-[4-(Hydrazinylmethyl)phenyl]-pyridine dihydrochloride
(CAS...
1-Cyclopropyl-6,7,8-trifluoro-1,4-dihydro-4-oxo-3quinolinec...
1-Methyl-3-phenylpiperazine (CAS RN 5271-27-2)...
N-(2-oxo-1,2-dihydropyrimidin-4-yl)benzamide
(CAS RN 26661...
Metribuzin (ISO) (CAS RN 21087-64-9) with a purity by
weig...
Benzoguanamine (CAS RN 91-76-9)...
Pyridate (ISO)(CAS RN 55512-33-9) with a purity by
weight of...
Carfentrazone-ethyl (ISO) (CAS RN 128639-02-1) with a
puri...
1-(Bis(dimethylamino)methylene)-1H-[1,2,3]triazolo[4,5b]pyr...
(2S,3S,4R)-Methyl 4-(3-(1,1-difluorobut-3-enyl)-7methoxyqui...
3-[3-(4-Fluorophenyl)-1-(1-methylethyl)-1H-indol-2-yl]-
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6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
5.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
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2933998031
2934999036
2934999038
2934999039
2934999041
2934999042
2934999044
2935009052
2935009054
2935009056

2935009057
2935009058
2935009059
3202900010
3202900090
3204170016
3506910060
3802100010
3808923010
3808923090
3811210012
3811210014
3811210016
3811210018
3824909221
3824909222
3824909223
3901101040
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(E)-2...
Triadimenol (ISO) (CAS RN 55219-65-3) with a purity by
wei...
Oxadiazon (ISO) (CAS RN 19666-30-9) with a purity by
weigh...
Clomazone (ISO) (CAS RN 81777-89-1) with a purity by
weig...
4-(Oxiran-2-ylmethoxy)-9H-carbazole (CAS RN 5199751-4)...
11-[4-(2-Chloro-ethyl)-1piperazinyl]dibenzo(b,f)(1,4)thiaze...
1-(Morpholin-4-yl)prop-2-en-1-one (CAS RN 5117-124)...
Propiconazole (ISO) (CAS RN 60207-90-1) with a purity
by wei...
(1R,2R)-1-Amino-2-(difluoromethyl)-N-(1methylcyclopropylsul...
Propoxycarbazone-sodium (ISO) (CAS RN 181274-15-7)
with a pu...
N-(p-Toluenesulphonyl)-N'-(3-(ptoluenesulphonyloxy)phenyl)u...
N-{2[(phenylcarbamoyl)amino]phenyl}benzenesulphonamide
(CAS...
1-Methylcyclopropane-1-sulphonamide (CAS RN
669008-26-8)...
Flazasulfuron (ISO) (CAS RN 104040-78-0) with a purity
of 94...
Reaction product of Acacia mearnsii extract, ammonium
chlori...
Other...
Colourant C.I. Pigment Red 49:2 (CAS RN 1103-39-5)
and prep...
Optically clear free-film adhesives and optically clear
cura...
Mixture of activated carbon and polyethylene, in form of
pow...
Mancozeb (ISO) (CAS RN 8018-01-7) imported in
immediate pack...
Other...
Dispersing agent containing : - esters of polyisobutenyl
su...
Dispersing agent : - containing polyisobutene succinimide
...
Detergent containing : - Calcium salt of betaaminocarbonyl...
Detergent containing : - long chain alkyltoluene
calcium ...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Linear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE) (CAS RN 900288-4...
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6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%

6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
5.30%
5.30%
6.50%
4.90%
3.20%
6.00%
6.00%
5.30%
5.30%
5.30%
5.30%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
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3901909053
3901909057
3901909063
3901909065
3901909067
3903909046
3907100010
3907100020
3907100090
3907300015
3907300025
3907400035
3907999085
3910000015
3919108063
3919108073
3919900050
3919900052
3919900054
3920202960
3920202970
3920995965
3921190040
3921905550
4016930020
4104415110
4104415190
5403390010
5403390090
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Copolymer of ethylene and acrylic acid (CAS RN 901077-9) wi...
Octene linear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE) in the
form o...
Octene linear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE)
produced by a...
Linear low-density polyethylene ( LLDPE) (CAS RN
9002-88-4)...
Copolymer made exclusively from ethylene and
methacrylic aci...
Copolymer in the form of granules containing by weight: 7...
Mixture of a trioxan-oxirane-copolymer and
polytetrafluoroet...
Polyoxymethylene with acetyl endcaps, containing
polydimethy...
Other...
Epoxide resin, halogen-free, - containing by weight more
t...
Epoxide resin - containing by weight 21% or more of
brome, -...
?-Phenoxycarbonyl-?-phenoxypoly[oxy(2,6-dibromo-1,4phenylen...
Thermoplastic liquid crystal aromatic polyester
copolymers...
Dimethyl, methyl(propyl(polypropylene oxide)) siloxane
(CAS ...
Reflecting film consisting of - a layer of an acrylic resin...
Self-adhesive reflecting sheet whether or not in
segmented p...
Self-adhesive reflecting sheet whether or not in
segmented p...
White polyolefin tape consisting of: - an adhesive layer
ba...
Poly(vinyl chloride) film, whether or not covered on one
sid...
Mono-axial oriented film, of a total thickness of not more
t...
Mono-axial oriented film, consisting of three layers, each
l...
Film of a vinyl alcohol copolymer, soluble in cold water,
of...
Transparent, microporous, acrylic acid grafted
polyethylene ...
Other...
Gasket made of vulcanised rubber (ethylene-propylenediene m...
Crust leather of zebu species or zebu-hybrid species with
a ...
Other...
Other...
Other...
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6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
variable
variable
variable
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
4.90%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
6.50%
2.50%
6.50%
6.50%
4.00%
4.00%
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6804210020
6813890020
7009100040
7303001020
7303009020
7616999025
8108200040
8108200050
8108200060
8113009020
8302200020
8408904340
8408904530
8408904750
8414592050
8414598050
8415900030
8415900040
8415900050
8420108090
8423200090
8423300090
8423811090
8423813090
8423815090
8423819090
8423821090
8423829090
8423890090
8423900090
8424890090
8436990010
8436990090
8456100080
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Discs - of synthetic diamonds which are agglomerated
with a...
Friction material, of a thickness of less than 20 mm, not
m...
Electrochromic self-dimming inside rear-view mirror,
consist...
Tubes and pipes of ductile cast iron without internal and
ex...
Tubes and pipes of ductile cast iron without internal and
ex...
Metallised film: - consisting of eight or more layers of a...
Titanium alloy ingot, - with a height of 17,8 cm or more, ...
Titanium alloy ingot, - with a height of 17,8 cm or more, ...
Titanium alloy ingot, - with a diameter of 63,5 cm or
more...
Cuboid spacer made of aluminium silicon carbide (AlSiC)
comp...
Castors, with - an external diameter of 21 mm or more
but ...
4 Cylinder, 4 cycle, liquid cooled, compression-ignition
e...
4 Cylinder, 4 cycle, liquid cooled, compression-ignition
e...
4 Cylinder, 4 cycle, liquid cooled, compression-ignition
e...
Fans of a kind used solely or principally for cooling
microp...
Fans of a kind used solely or principally for cooling
microp...
Aluminium arc-welded removable receiver dryer with a
connect...
Flame-soldered aluminium block with extruded, bent
connector...
Aluminium arc-welded removable receiver dryer with
polyamide...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Other...
Part containing: - a single-phase AC motor, - an
epicyclic...
Other...
Other...
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1.70%
2.70%
4.00%
3.20%
3.20%
6.00%
5.00%
5.00%
5.00%
5.00%
2.70%
4.20%
4.20%
4.20%
variable
variable
2.70%
2.70%
2.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
4.50%
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8466937090
8475900090
8476890090
8479899715
8482101030
8482109020
8501101020
8501109955
8501109957
8501310035
8501320070
8505110055
8505199040
8506501010
8506501090
8507600071
8512200030
8512200040
8512309020
8514300010
8514300090
8514900020
8514900080
8515190010
8515190090
8518900060
8525801970
8529909285
8531809560
8536699060
8536908520
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Other...
Other...
Other...
Bioreactor for biopharmaceutical cell culture - having
inte...
Ball bearings: - with an internal diameter of 3 mm or
more...
Ball bearings: - with an internal diameter of 3 mm or
more...
Synchronous motor for a dishwasher with a water flow
control...
Electric turbocharger actuator, with: - a DC motor with
a...
DC motor: - with a rotor speed of not more than
6 500 rpm...
Automotive-ready, brushless and permanently excited
direct c...
Other...
Flat bars of an alloy of samarium and cobalt with - a
lengt...
Flat bars of an alloy of samarium and cobalt with - a
lengt...
Lithium cylindrical primary cells with: - a diameter of 14,...
Other...
Lithium-ion rechargeable batteries, with: - a length of
700...
Lighting module, containing at least: - two LEDs, - glass
...
Fog lamp with a galvanised inner surface, containing: - a
p...
Warning buzzer for parking sensor system in a plastic
casing...
Of a kind used solely or principally for the manufacture of
...
Other...
Of other furnaces and ovens of a kind used solely or
princip...
Other...
Wave soldering machines of a kind used solely or
principally...
Other...
Upper plate for a loudspeaker magnet system of
integrally pu...
Long wavelength infrared camera (LWIR camera)
(according to ...
Colour LCD module in a housing: - with a diagonal
screen me...
Bells, buzzers, door chimes and similar...
Electrical sockets and plugs with a length of not more
than ...
Semiconductor chip housing in the form of a plastic frame
co...
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variable
1.70%
1.70%
1.70%
8.00%
8.00%
4.70%
2.70%
2.70%
2.70%
2.70%
2.20%
2.20%
4.70%
4.70%
2.70%
2.70%
2.70%
2.70%
1.70%
2.20%
1.70%
2.20%
2.00%
2.70%
variable
4.10%
variable
2.20%
variable
variable
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8536908530
8536908540
8537109150
8537109160
8537109935
8537109945
8538909120
8538909189
8538909950
8539390030
8543300090
8543709003
8543709006
8543709007
8543709008
8543709009
8543709011
8543709012
8544300080
8544429060
8544429070
8544499330
8708301020
8708405010
8708405090
8708505510
8708505590
8708919930
8714109020
8714109030
8714109040
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Rivet contacts - of copper - plated with silver nickel all...
Battery clamp of a kind used for motor vehicles of
heading 8...
Fuse control module in a plastic housing with mounting
brack...
Electronic control units, manufactured according to class
2...
Electronic control unit without memory, for a voltage of
12...
Electronic control units, manufactured according to class
2...
Interior antenna for a car door locking system,
comprising: ...
Other...
Interior antenna for a car door locking system,
comprising: ...
Other...
Other...
Plasma cleaner machines that remove organic
contaminants fro...
Articles specifically designed for connection to
telegraphic...
Microwave amplifiers...
Cordless infrared remote control devices for video game
cons...
Digital flight-data recorders...
Portable battery operated electronic reader for recording
an...
Digital signal processing apparatus capable of
connecting to...
Extension two-core cable with two connectors, containing
at ...
Extension two-core cable with two connectors, containing
at ...
Electric conductors: - of a voltage of not more than
80 V,...
Electric conductors: - of a voltage of not more than
80 V,...
Motor powered brake actuation unit - with a rating of
13.5...
Automatic hydrodynamic gearbox with a hydraulic torque
conve...
Other...
Car axle side-shaft fitted with a constant velocity joint at...
Other...
Aluminium alloy inlet or outlet air tank manufactured to
sta...
Radiators of a kind used in motor bikes for fitting of
attac...
Axle clamps, housings, fork bridges and clamping pieces,
of ...
Pistons for steering dampers of sintered steel according
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variable
variable
variable
variable
variable
variable
variable
variable
variable
2.00%
3.70%
2.80%
2.80%
2.80%
2.80%
2.80%
2.80%
2.80%
3.70%
3.30%
3.30%
3.70%
variable
4.50%
4.50%
4.50%
4.50%
3.50%
3.70%
3.70%
3.70%
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to ...
8714961010
8714961090
8714999030
8802601010
8802601090
8803902090
9001504130
9001504930
9001508030
9002110015
9010900080
9013100010
9013100090
9013909020
9025804050
9030339920
9033000090
9607201010
9607201090
9607209010
9607209090

Other...
Other...
Other...
Telecommunication satellites...
Other...
Other...
Round organic uncut corrective eyeglass lens, finished
on bo...
Round organic uncut corrective eyeglass lens, finished
on bo...
Other...
Infrared lens with motorised focus adjustment, - using
wave...
Other...
Telescopes designed to form parts of machines,
appliances, i...
Other...
For telescopic sights for fitting to arms or for periscopes...
Electronic semiconductor sensor for measuring at least
two o...
Resistance measuring instruments...
Other...
Sliders, narrow tape with mounted zipper teeth, pin/boxes
an...
Other...
Narrow strips mounted with plastic chain scoops for use
in t...
Other...

4.70%
4.70%
4.70%
3.20%
4.20%
1.70%
2.90%
2.90%
2.90%
6.70%
2.70%
3.50%
4.70%
4.70%
3.20%
2.10%
variable
6.70%
6.70%
7.70%
7.70%
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Tariffs that have changed – increased/decreased/reclassified since June 23rd 2016

Just two tariffs increased over this period – the import duty on “grapes, fresh or dried”
(0806109000) went up to 17.6% from 14.4% and Celeriac/rooted celery from 10.40% to
13.60%. 287 tariffs were reduced including 165 that were reduced to 0% and over 300 were
more were reclassified from or to “variable”. Such movement over a few short months lends
hugely to the complexity for importers.
Table 9: Sections with the highest and lowest number of tariffs

SECTION
Products of the chemical or allied industries

No. of
Tariffs
2680

Machinery and mechanical appliances; electrical equipment; parts thereof, sound
recorders and reproducers, television image and sound recorders and reproducers,
and parts and accessories of such articles

2336

Prepared foodstuffs; beverages, spirits and vinegar; tobacco and manufactured
tobacco substitutes

1686

Textiles and textile articles

1563

Base metals and articles of base metal

1528

Live animals; animal products

1425

Vegetable products

770

Plastics and articles thereof; rubber and articles thereof

762

Optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring, checking, precision, medical or
surgical instruments and apparatus; clocks and watches; musical instruments; parts
and accessories thereof

471

Vehicles, aircraft, vessels and associated transport equipment

355

Articles of stone, plaster, cement, asbestos, mica or similar materials; ceramic
products; glass and glassware

341

Mineral products

285

Miscellaneous manufactured articles

271

Wood and articles of wood; wood charcoal; cork and articles of cork; manufactures
of straw, of esparto or of other plaiting materials; basket-ware and wickerwork

230

Pulp of wood or of other fibrous cellulosic material; recovered (waste and scrap)
paper or paperboard; paper and paperboard and articles thereof

205
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Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their cleavage products; prepared edible fats;
animal or vegetable waxes

156

Raw hides and skins, leather, furskins and articles thereof; saddlery and harness;
travel goods, handbags and similar containers; articles of animal gut (other than
silkworm gut)

151

Footwear, headgear, umbrellas, sun umbrellas, walking-sticks, seat-sticks, whips,
riding-crops and parts thereof; prepared feathers and articles made therewith;
artificial flowers; articles of human hair

122

Works of art, collectors' pieces and antiques

106

Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones, precious metals,
metals clad with precious metal and articles thereof; imitation jewellery; coins

57

Arms and ammunition; parts and accessories thereof

24

(N.b. the above figures include 2,873 0% rated tariffs).

Table 10:
Chapter
29
84
85

20
3
39
73
72
38
90

22
28
2
62
87
52
16
4

Chapters with the highest number of tariffs
Chapter Name
Organic chemicals
Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances; parts
thereof
Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof; sound recorders
and reproducers, television image and sound recorders and reproducers,
and parts and accessories of such articles
Preparations of vegetables, fruit, nuts or other parts of plants
Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates
Plastics and articles thereof
Articles of iron or steel
Iron and steel
Miscellaneous chemical products
Optical, photographic, cinematographic, measuring, checking, precision,
medical or surgical instruments and apparatus; parts and accessories
thereof
Beverages, spirits and vinegar
Inorganic chemicals; organic or inorganic compounds of precious metals,
of rare-earth metals, of radioactive elements or of isotopes
Meat and edible meat offal
Articles of apparel and clothing accessories, not knitted or crocheted
Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling stock, and parts and
accessories thereof
Cotton
Preparations of meat, of fish or of crustaceans, molluscs or other aquatic
invertebrates
Dairy produce; birds' eggs; natural honey; edible products of animal origin,
not elsewhere specified or included

Tariffs
1413
1209
1127

783
768
649
512
490
414
376

369
361
334
270
250
225
207
201
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70
44
8
32

61
7
27
48
15
55
63
76
10
94

40
56
81
54
82
1
98
64
12
96
25
58
11
74
23
68
95
41
69
21
37
83
91
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Glass and glassware
Wood and articles of wood; wood charcoal
Edible fruit and nuts; peel of citrus fruit or melons
Tanning or dyeing extracts; tannins and their derivatives; dyes, pigments
and other colouring matter; paints and varnishes; putty and other mastics;
inks
Articles of apparel and clothing accessories, knitted or crocheted
Edible vegetables and certain roots and tubers
Mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their distillation; bituminous
substances; mineral waxes
Paper and paperboard; articles of paper pulp, of paper or of paperboard
Animal or vegetable fats and oils and their cleavage products; prepared
edible fats; animal or vegetable waxes
Man-made staple fibres
Other made-up textile articles; sets; worn clothing and worn textile articles;
rags
Aluminium and articles thereof
Cereals
Furniture; bedding, mattresses, mattress supports, cushions and similar
stuffed furnishings; lamps and lighting fittings, not elsewhere specified or
included; illuminated signs, illuminated nameplates and the like;
prefabricated buildings
Rubber and articles thereof
Wadding, felt and nonwovens; special yarns; twine, cordage, ropes and
cables and articles thereof
Other base metals; cermets; articles thereof
Man-made filaments; strip and the like of man-made textile materials
Tools, implements, cutlery, spoons and forks, of base metal; parts thereof
of base metal
Live animals
Complete industrial plant
Footwear, gaiters and the like; parts of such articles
Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits; miscellaneous grains, seeds and fruit;
industrial or medicinal plants; straw and fodder
Miscellaneous manufactured articles
Salt; sulphur; earths and stone; plastering materials, lime and cement
Special woven fabrics; tufted textile fabrics; lace; tapestries; trimmings;
embroidery
Products of the milling industry; malt; starches; inulin; wheat gluten
Copper and articles thereof
Residues and waste from the food industries; prepared animal fodder
Articles of stone, plaster, cement, asbestos, mica or similar materials
Toys, games and sports requisites; parts and accessories thereof
Raw hides and skins (other than furskins) and leather
Ceramic products
Miscellaneous edible preparations
Photographic or cinematographic goods
Miscellaneous articles of base metal
Clocks and watches and parts thereof

192
191
186
172

172
165
161
158
156
148
127
126
114
113

113
112
112
105
100
97
96
92
90
84
80
79
76
76
76
75
74
74
74
68
66
66
65
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60
51
59
31
57
6
71

19
42
30
9
17
33
50
26
35
24
34

88
53
18
89
92
86

46
5
93
13
47
43
49
75
45
65
78
36
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Knitted or crocheted fabrics
Wool, fine or coarse animal hair; horsehair yarn and woven fabric
Impregnated, coated, covered or laminated textile fabrics; textile articles of
a kind suitable for industrial use
Fertilisers
Carpets and other textile floor coverings
Live trees and other plants; bulbs, roots and the like; cut flowers and
ornamental foliage
Natural or cultured pearls, precious or semi-precious stones, precious
metals, metals clad with precious metal, and articles thereof; imitation
jewellery; coin
Preparations of cereals, flour, starch or milk; pastrycooks' products
Articles of leather; saddlery and harness; travel goods, handbags and
similar containers; articles of animal gut (other than silkworm gut)
Pharmaceutical products
Coffee, tea, maté and spices
Sugars and sugar confectionery
Essential oils and resinoids; perfumery, cosmetic or toilet preparations
Silk
Ores, slag and ash
Albuminoidal substances; modified starches; glues; enzymes
Tobacco and manufactured tobacco substitutes
Soap, organic surface-active agents, washing preparations, lubricating
preparations, artificial waxes, prepared waxes, polishing or scouring
preparations, candles and similar articles, modelling pastes, 'dental waxes'
and dental preparations with a basis of plaster
Aircraft, spacecraft, and parts thereof
Other vegetable textile fibres; paper yarn and woven fabrics of paper yarn
Cocoa and cocoa preparations
Ships, boats and floating structures
Musical instruments; parts and accessories of such articles
Railway or tramway locomotives, rolling stock and parts thereof; railway or
tramway track fixtures and fittings and parts thereof; mechanical (including
electromechanical) traffic signalling equipment of all kinds
Manufactures of straw, of esparto or of other plaiting materials; basketware
and wickerwork
Products of animal origin, not elsewhere specified or included
Arms and ammunition; parts and accessories thereof
Lac; gums, resins and other vegetable saps and extracts
Pulp of wood or of other fibrous cellulosic material; recovered (waste and
scrap) paper or paperboard
Furskins and artificial fur; manufactures thereof
Printed books, newspapers, pictures and other products of the printing
industry; manuscripts, typescripts and plans
Nickel and articles thereof
Cork and articles of cork
Headgear and parts thereof
Lead and articles thereof
Explosives; pyrotechnic products; matches; pyrophoric alloys; certain

65
60
60
59
58
58
57

57
54
52
51
50
49
45
44
42
41
41

41
37
35
35
30
29

26
25
24
24
24
23
23
18
13
13
11
11

The Essential Guide to EU Import Tariffs 2016

79
97
66
67
80
14

www.eutariffs.com

 37

combustible preparations
Zinc and articles thereof
Works of art, collectors' pieces and antiques
Umbrellas, sun umbrellas, walking sticks, seat-sticks, whips, riding-crops
and parts thereof
Prepared feathers and down and articles made of feathers or of down;
artificial flowers; articles of human hair
Tin and articles thereof
Vegetable plaiting materials; vegetable products not elsewhere specified or
included

11
10
9
8
6
6

VAT breakdown by commodity

There are only two VAT rates applied 20% and 0%. In January 2011 the rate increased from
17.5% to 20%. Today 12,923 commodities have a 20% VAT rate and 2601 are at 0% - most
of these are food or food-related products. There are a few commodities that are not only
exempted from VAT but have no import tariff – e.g. natural gas, liquefied natural gas and
liquefied petroleum gas, although the former two are subject to climate change levies.

The importance of sovereign control over VAT at home and abroad

One of the conditions of single market membership, is that all registered commodities are
taxed at a universal level of 20%. The UK cannot unilaterally zero-rate any item from VAT
without each of the 28 other country members of the EU, and the European Commission,
giving its approval. This issue became very prominent in the row over sanitary products or
tampons. Sanitary products or tampons were historically taxed at 5% in the UK. To some
fanfare, not long before the referendum, then Chancellor George Osborne announced that a
deal had been reached to reduce the VAT on tampons to 0%. This however seems to have
not happened. However it is to be noted that imports of six ply yarn of bleached cotton for
the manufacture of tampons are not only subject to VAT at 20% but an import tariff of 4%
(see commodity code 5205310010).

The different types of tariff

Depending on the date, there are up to 36 different categories of tariff type. Two-thirds are
straightforward percentages of the product’s value, followed by a sixth which are at 0%. As
mentioned above, nearly all 0% tariffed commodities are still subject to a single market
membership VAT rate of 20%. Then they break down into more complex variations mostly
food and drink related. Earlier this year, a large number of tariffs, approximately a 1000 were
reclassified as “variable”.
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Table 11: Breakdown of tariff type

Tariff Type Breakdown as at
01/01/2016

Count

%

10231

0%

2638

Variable

653

% plus EUR per 100kg

431

EUR per 100kg

370

EUR per hl

257

EUR per 1000kg

230

0% other %

197

% + EA MAX % +ADSZ

43

% plus EA

38

EUR kg + per 100kg lactic

35

%+min EUR 100kg Max EUR 100kg

31

EUR % vol hl

27

% plus EURo per 100kg net eda

16

% + min max EURo pst

13

EUR per 1000 pst

11

% + EUR per 100kgs Max %

10

% MIN EUR 100 kg br

9

EUR 100kg saccch

8

% + min EUR per 100kg

6

% + EUR per hl + EUR 100 kg

6

% + EA MAX % +ADFM

5

EUR % vol hl + EUR hl

5
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EUR per 100 kg by net mas

5

% + EUR per 100kgs Max +EURkg

4

% + EUR per hl

4

EUR pst min max %

4

% + MIN 0.17 EUR pst

3

% + MAX EUR per 100 m

2

% MIN & EUR per % vol hl

2

EUR kg of alc

2

EUR % vol hl + min EUR hl

1

% + EUR 100 kg net mas

1

EUR kg dry lactic + EUR per 100kg

1

% MAX EUR per m²

1

EUR per kg dry lactic matter

1
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Conclusion
The UK is leaving the European Union. What we choose to do next with tariffs is key to our
future trading relationship with the world. Abolishing all of them on day 1 of Brexit sends out
a very strong signal that the UK is open for business and embraces a dynamic future. The
job thereafter becomes much easier. It is to pursue trade negotiations at a bilateral level,
aimed at removing non-trade barriers, recognising mutual standards and regulations and
facilitating trade with the largest part of the UK economy – the 80% service sector.
The alternative, to prevaricate and fudge along in some way still within the Customs Union,
would be a failure of nerve. It would not only continue to make British consumers overpay for
goods, but to miss out on all the compound growth opportunities that come from trading
more with faster growing parts of the world economy.

Policy Recommendations
1. Set up a Royal Commission for fixed period of 6 months to conduct a
transparency enquiry into how and why import tariffs are introduced and set
within the European Customs Union. It is very unclear on what basis so many
tariffs are introduced, increased or even reduced, let alone by whom. Is it for the
collection of revenue, for strategic industrial needs, to crowd out future competition,
in response to specific lobbying, or even by no real design at all?
2. HMRC to henceforth reveal monthly revenue by import commodity code and in
aggregate on an open data basis. We are very grateful to HMRC to revealing the
breakdown of revenues by the calendar year of 2015 by commodity chapter.
However, it is really in the public interest to have much more data to hand in the leadup to and during Brexit negotiations.
3. Create a Queen’s Award for Value Adding Imports. Great trading nations don’t
just export, they import too. As recognition of this as the UK starts to make its own
way, we need to be acknowledge the sometimes enormous downstream valueadding impact that can happen with imports and measure and reward them
accordingly.
4. Reassess all imported commodities VAT-rated at 20%, to identify which can be
cut or eliminated entirely. Being no longer a member of the Single Market enables
the UK the freedom to do this.
5. Propose to the EU a new 1 in 10 out rule for import tariffs and suggest a fixed 5
year sunset clause for existing ones. Britain is leaving the EU but there is no
reason why we should not keep campaigning for more liberal trade both this and the
other side of Brexit. A one in two out rule for regulations has worked well in the UK.
The aim here is to reproduce it at a European level for Import Tariffs and reverse the
current trajectory of an ever increasing number of import tariffs.
6. A clear non-negotiable commitment to zero import tariffs in the forthcoming
Brexit negotiations. It is quite clear that the existing range of tariffs have very little
to with the UK’s national interest. A successful Brexit should mean that national
consumer interests are put ahead of narrow sectional producers. After 40 years of

The Essential Guide to EU Import Tariffs 2016

www.eutariffs.com

 41

subsidising producers, it now the turn of consumers who will benefit from lower
prices.
7. Prioritise early tariff and VAT free imports from countries with GDP per capita
of less than $10,000 per capita. Many of these will be in footwear, clothing and
some raw materials. This will not only raise the living standards of Britain’s poorer
consumers, but do much to help and build future goodwill with the fastest growing
parts of the world economy.

